
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

School News:  The Story so far … 
The school year has begun with what looked like a very long term, 12 weeks. In what seems like a blink of an eye, here 

we are at the end of that term. The long dry summer has certainly made it easier in the classrooms as the children are able 

to get outside and run around. Not many major exciting events this term but plenty of hard work. Starting with a teacher only 

day in January with teachers focussing on the 2 major focusses for 2014; using ICT/Technology in the class to help children 

learn better, and improving student’s writing levels. This was followed by another day in March purely about Writing. The 

teachers have kept the swimming programme going for 9 weeks thanks to the warm weather and the heating system put in by 

the PSG. This is the longest and most intensive programme taught in the school outside of reading, writing and maths, so 

thanks again to the PSG for ensuring we can keep our kids safe now and as future adults. The pool is now closed for the 

winter though, so could all keys be returned to the office.  

Some of the events we have participated in this term have been the Roto-o-Rangi Swimming Sports, a rural schools’ 

swimming sports, the inter-school swimming sports, our student leaders went on a trip into Hamilton and will be attending a 

sports based team building day at Kaipaki. We have two House team competitions this term: the swimming sports and 

general knowledge quiz about NZ. Finally the Senior students are off to the buried village at Mt Tarawera as part of their 

study around our local place and how the landscape was formed (volcanoes, erosion, tectonic plates, etc). Once again the 

school has provided opportunities for students to receive outside coaching/tutoring in tennis, swimming and learning a 

musical instrument. We even had a mini concert from our drummers. For the adults we have 2 fitness classes operating at 

school – circuit training on Friday mornings and pilates on two afternoons a week. 

 

Next term’s student centred events are: a maths basic facts competition to really speed up our maths, a story writing 

extension day run with other local rural schools, other extension programmes (Philosophy for Kids, developing a TV studio 

to create mini broadcasts, Chess and Maths Problem Solving) and possibly a Junior school camp. Our Eco Kids are 

developing a native play area, an orchard and an outdoor classroom. The Music programme and a drama/production will 

begin. The ASB bank will run their GetWise lessons about saving money and interest rates. Sporting wise, we have the 

Gymnastics festival in mid June, The Winter Sports’ day for the senior school is at the end of June and of course Friday 

night/Saturday morning sports teams – hockey, rugby, netball and soccer kick off early next term. At the end of the term we 

will hold the Student Conferences with the parents for the families of the Year 4-6 children. 

The school will also hold an Open morning on Wednesday 7th May for any families who wish to come into school and see 

it in operation. If you know of any families with young children who might want to come along and have a look, let them 

know. The Open Morning will run from 9:00am til 12.00pm. Visitors will have a chance to talk to teachers about the sort of 

work and programmes operating in their classroom, and see it in action. 

Congratulations to Sarah Nancolas (nee O’Brien) and Alasdair on the impending birth of their 2nd child. Sarah will be 

taking maternity leave as of the end Term 2 and is will return to start Term 2 next year. Good luck to the both you.  

We hope the new one will be a great sleeper and eater! 

Wayne Donnellon – Principal. 

 

Summary of Upcoming School Events for Term 2 

05/05 ~ First day of Term 2.  

07/05 ~ Open Day at school, 9am - 12pm 

16/05 ~ School disco planned.  

20/05 ~ Board of Trustees meeting. 7pm 

27/05 ~ PSG meeting, 7.30pm.  

29/05 ~ ASB GetWise lessons 

02/06 ~ Queen’s Birthday long weekend.  

12/06 ~ Board of Trustees meeting. 7pm 

13/06 ~ All Cambridge Primary Schools’ Gymnastics Festival. 

24/06 ~ BOT meeting, 7pm  

26/06 ~ Rural Schools’ Winter Sports Day. 

01/07 ~ PSG meeting, 7.30pm  

01-03/07 ~ Parent / Teacher evenings for Yr 4-6. 

04/07 ~ Last Day of Term 2 and maternity leave farewell for Sarah Nancolas (Room 5 teacher). 

 

  

 



Roto-o-Rangi School Eco Kids – we need your help! 
Nine enthusiastic Eco Leaders are heading up our schools Eco programme.  Five main areas have been chosen to focus on: 
1. Vegetable Garden 
2. Orchard 
3. Outdoor Classroom (made of willow canes) 
4. Native Play Area 
5. Worm Farm 
Thanks to the support of the CWI, who kindly donated us some money, we have been able to grow vegetable seedlings for our 
vege garden.  Our next project is to continue to develop the orchard area.  So far we have lots of plum and apple trees and the 
Eco kids would like to add mandarin, feijoa, peach and nectarine trees.  If you are able to support this project by donating a 
fruit tree that would be fantastic!  Please contact Bridget Stuart 827 1775. 
 

BOT- Board of trustees report 
Firstly a huge thank you to the amazing support we get from the community. What a fantastic turnout at our recent working bee. Without your support we 
would not be the great country school that we are, so your efforts are greatly appreciated. 

Property- a busy time with plenty being achieved at the working bee 

 Topping up cushion fall in playground 

 Two new garden boxes beside tennis courts 

 New clear light panel in girls changing rooms 

 Removal of weeds from drain beside road 

Looking forward 

 Soon to start decking on room 1 and an external paint of the school. 

 Mower shed being relocated to back of bus shed to remove it from road frontage. 

Finances- We have sent the draft accounts of to the auditor. Preliminary findings show we are right on track with the budget.  
The remaining Educational Development Initiative funding (EDI) will target the junior classes to increase their access to IT. We are also looking at blinds to cut 

glare in Rooms 4/5 and MP room. 

Staff- Sarah is taking maternity leave from July this year and will return for term 2 next year. We are in the process of employing a temporary replacement. 

Good luck Sarah and Alasdair. 

School Roll- Sitting currently at 84. Enrolments we are aware of for the remainder of 2014 will bring it to 89. 
To get a fifth teacher we have to hit 101 children. This is looking less likely at the moment with 20 kids leaving at the end of the year but not impossible. This will 

be one of our areas of focus in 2014. 

Key areas of focus in 2014: 

 Keeping high achievement levels of our current children. 

 Methods to keep the roll around the 100 mark but keeping class numbers as small as we can. 

 Leadership programmes.  

 Promoting our school at local kindergartens and childcare centres and arranging school visits to follow on from our successful Ag day visits. This 
includes a revamp of our school advertising. 

 Holding community meetings to discuss current topics and explaining current learning in schools. We have a bus meeting on Monday 14th April at 7pm. 

 We are in the early stages of putting a Before and After School service in place, to help out our working families. 

As a new board in 2013 with the exception of the chair Dean Bailey, it has been a steep learning curve. We are now fully entrenched in our new roles and as a 
result parents are willing to come forward and let us know their thoughts. This communication is vital to maintain the strong foundations of the school and we 

welcome any thoughts, ideas or comments you may have. 
 

We look forward to the community’s continued support      Katy BOT secretary 
 

PSG - Parent Support Group: 
PSG - Parent Support Group: 
The PSG committee and regulars have worked hard again to support the school in fundraising and giving time 
to help the school with resources. Pip and Rachel have spent hours giving the library books a revamp and sort 
out. The teachers have certainly appreciated the thankless task there. The Ladies Pamper night held recently 
was another great success and raised funds from people outside the school community which has gone towards 
the senior class geothermal trip to The Buried Village plus helping our Eco Kids establish a new school orchard, 
an outdoor 'willow' classroom and their new veggie gardens. The Hamilton Car Club Rally raffle and cooking 
of lunches at the rally was another successful venture. Fundraising for a sun shelter in the swimming pool area 
is well underway. This won’t just benefit the school children but the whole community who have spent many 
hours over the summer in the school pool. 
Next term there are major fundraisers: a school disco on Friday 16th May, work is progressing on a possible 
'Night at The Races' evening on 28th June. (Keep an eye out for this one because if it can be done it will be a huge 
 fun night.) Family portraits fundraiser which will be taken by one of our school mums who is a photographer. 
If there is anything people can support with please contact Jo Curin or the school office so that PSG jobs are 
spread widely to lighten the load. 



(THE PSG committee are always keen for new faces to join the fold. You don’t have to commit to every meeting, 
every fundraiser, or give up umpteen hours of time; but just letting them know you are there to help takes the 
pressure of the few who feel like they are always pushing people into helping out. They are parents working jobs 
too but are giving their time for the benefit of all the children in the school. Let us support the committee by 
calling them and offering to help out, or even better – join the committee and share the load. From the principal.) 
 

Play Centre News 
We’ve really had a lot of fun this term, putting admin on the backburner to focus on our kids in our last term. We’ve tried out 

some exciting new messy play as well as bringing out the old favourites like foot painting and obstacle courses. We’ve seen 

a lot of development this term in all the children, with little ones gaining mobility and big ones increasing confidence and 

pushing limits. 

We’ve all really enjoyed our time at Playcentre and value the experiences and learning it has given us and our children. 

We’d like to thank everyone who has contributed to Roto-o-Rangi Playcentre over the years, for making it the awesome 

centre it is and allowing us the opportunity to provide it for our children. We’d especially like to thank the school, the hall 

committee and Red, our local postie, for their ongoing support in every way. We couldn’t have done it without any of you. 

 

Ahakoa he iti,  he pounamu 
Although it is small,  it is precious 

 

District News  
Country Women’s Institute 
We are looking for any new members wanting to join our group. This is an excellent way to meet up with the local ladies and 

have a good time together, especially for any new people to the district. Just call Gillian 827 1854  

The group is looking to get involved at the school again so keep an ear out to see how you can be involved. 
 
 
 

Contact Numbers: 
Roto-o-Rangi Hall Committee  
 Chairperson:    Nick Dawson   Ph. 027 353 2660 
 Secretary / Bookings:    Carmel Howarth        Ph. 027 405 4660 
                 Treasurer   William Forsythe  Ph. 027 271 3406 
Roto-o-Rangi Play Centre       
  Contact:   Debbie Norvill      Ph. 827-1852  
Roto-o-Rangi CWI  
 Contact:    Gillian Monks        Ph 827-1854 
Roto-o-Rangi Indoor Bowling Club  
 President:   Jim Parsons   Ph 827-7174 
 Committee:    Janette Mann       Ph 823-1405 
Roto-o-Rangi Tennis Club  

Club President     Tim Garrett    Ph 827-1740 
Secretary/Treasurer       Claudette McClenaghan   Ph 827-1983 
Club Captain     Bridget Stuart     Ph 827-1775 
Men's Mon. night tennis  Tim Garrett    Ph 827-1740 
Ladies Wed. tennis  Gillian Monks    Ph 827-1854 
Saturday Interclub tennis  Gaylene Hitchcock    Ph 827-1824 

 
Circuit Classes – I am a qualified Personal Trainer running Circuit Classes at the Roto-o-Rangi School on Friday’s, 9.15am – 
10.15am. The cost is $10.00 per person. For more information phone Lisa Jacobson 823 5676 or 027 201 2436.  
  
Farm house wanted to rent: Farm house wanted between Cambridge and Te Awamutu. Phone or text Mandy 027 472 
2509. 
 
Firewood: $90 for a delivered trailer load. Ph Bruce 823 1121 after 7pm. 
 
Pilates & Swiss Ball Classes: On Monday & Thursday afternoons from 2-3pm in the MP Room. $12 a class. You will need a  
Pilates Mat and Swiss Ball. You can purchase the mats from Mings Variety Store $12 and the Swiss Balls from the Warehouse 
$15. For more information ph Cat 827 4166 or 021 403 077. 
 
Easter Egg Hunt: The Boatshed Karapiro will be having an Easter egg hunt on Saturday 19th April at 11am $2 entry with all 
proceeds going to Cambridge Life Skills. For more information ph 0800 743 321 
 
Trampoline for sale: 14ft Trampoline, Max Air Series, 5 months old, excellent condition, safety net included, $300.00. Please 
ph Sarah 827 1727. 
 
  



    


